An Open Letter to Congressional Leadership

On Children, Families, and Artificial Intelligence

September 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Steve Scalise
Majority Leader, United States House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable John Thune
Majority Leader, United States Senate
U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Speaker, Leader Scalise, and Leader Thune:

We are parents, pastors, homeschool leaders, teachers, business owners, and civic leaders from
communities across America. We write because our families and the ones we serve are asking a hopeful
but urgent question: Will the country that invents the next great technology also be the country that
protects its children while it does so?

We believe the answer can be yes, and we are writing to ask for your leadership in making it so.

Artificial intelligence holds remarkable promise. It will reshape medicine, education, defense, and work
in ways that should make Americans proud, and we want our nation to lead in that race. But the first
generation of consumer Al products designed for children and teens is following a familiar pattern:
engagement prized over wellbeing, marketing aimed at minors who cannot weigh the consequences,

and a posture toward parents of “trust us, we know best.”

We do not have to guess how this story ends. A New Mexico jury recently imposed roughly $375 million
in penalties on one of the nation’s largest technology companies for misleading consumers about
documented dangers its platforms posed to children. More than 1,600 similar lawsuits are now pending.
The same playbook - algorithmic capture of a child’s attention, monetization of that attention, denial of
harm - is now being ported, with minimal modification, into Al companions, chatbots, and “friend”

applications used by millions of American minors.



This is not a partisan concern. New polling from the Institute for Family Studies (May 2026, YouGov,
N=1,000) finds that Americans support pre-deployment safety testing of Al by a margin of 20 to 1.
Eighty-seven percent want Al evaluated for its effect on children and family wellbeing. Ninety percent of
Trump voters and seventy-nine percent of Harris voters agree. Across red and blue states, across every
generation, the country is asking the same thing: protect our kids.

So we come to you, respectfully, with three requests:

1. Real age assurance, with risky features out by design. Please ensure that Al products available
to minors are subject to robust, verifiable age assurance, with high-risk features - companion
simulation, sexualized chat, autonomous “relationship” dynamics - out by design for any user
who is, or may be, a child. The burden of safety for children belongs to parents first, and the
product owners, not to a twelve-year-old.

2. Parental rights and meaningful transparency. Please understand the need for strong and clear
parental rights and disclosure standards. Parents must be able to see what their children are
interacting with, what data is being collected, how the model is designed to behave, and what
controls are available - and those controls must be real, not decorative. The parents, not the
platform, are the first and proper responsibility and authority over a child’s formation, and
companies should not step in between that relationship.

3. No blanket immunity for predatory design. Please do not grant Al developers federal immunity
from accountability for harm caused by predatory design and implementation, and please do
not preempt the state laws that families and legislatures of both parties are enacting to protect
children. Instead, platform designers should be held to a “duty of care” standard that requires
prioritization of child safety. A clear robust national framework is welcome; a free pass is not. By

a 3-to-1 margin, Americans oppose such a moratorium. So do we.

We write as friends of this Congress and as friends of American innovation. The leaders who get this
right will be remembered not as enemies of progress, but as the generation that ensured progress
remained worthy of the children who inherit it. We are ready to stand with you, inform our neighbors,
and celebrate the courage it will take to put children first.

With respect and hope,

Signatories

(Local leaders and parents from across the United States. Titles and affiliations listed for identification

purposes only.
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Virginia Beach, VA
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Monica Hoy

Veritas Dei

Hutchinson, KS



Theresa Calabrese

Co-Leader of homeschool Group, Hudson Valley LEAH

Lagrangeville, NY
Linda Horst

Administrator, Harvest Family Schools

Frederick, MD
Lilli Caiazzo

Chapter Leader, New Life LEAH Homeschool Group

Bellport, NY
Laura Neely

Director, Tapestry of West Columbus Homeschool Co-

op

West Jefferson, OH
John Paulton

Home school parent
Peyton, CO

Courtney Thompson
Richmond, VA

Joe Tyler

Elgin, SC
Aneesah Barnes
Norristown, PA

Faith Gerriets
Downingtown, PA

Katrina Spalding
Mother/Homeschooler
Coatesvile, PA
Rebekah Overstreet
Leesburg, VA

Liz Hildebrand
Homeschool Mom
Fairfax Station, VA
Diane Phillips
Teacher

Tiger, GA

Casey Stewart
Homeschool teacher/mom
Otto, NC

Nayda Tua
Williamsburg, VA
Marie Tromburg
Chesapeake, VA
Stephanie Councill
Virginia Beach, VA
Maggie Hastings
Virginia Beach, VA

LaDonna Fuentes
Chapter Leader, LEAH
Huntington Station, NY
Andrea Edwards

Legislative Representative, RIGHT

Charlestown, Rl
Michael Caiazzo

Chapter Leader, New Life LEAH Homeschool Group

Bellport, NY
Kirstineh Green
Chesterfield, MO

June Haliscak
Devine, TX

Rebecca Coyer

Parent teacher

Folsom, PA

Melanie Winter
Springfield, PA

Carrissa Trejo
Homeschool Parent
Chantilly, VA

Kayla Daudelin

Teacher

Honey Brook, PA
Katherine Greenley
Homeschool Co-op Leader
Franklin, NC

Jim Hildebrannd
President, Athletic Association
Fairfax Station, VA

Joy Crowe

Pensacola, FL

Lindsay Lipscomb
Pittsburgh, PA

Sara Cameron
Mom

Port Angeles, WA
Karyn Aubel
Coatesville, PA
Pamela Ritsch
Suffolk, VA

Mindee McCollom
Norfolk, VA
Amanda Scheerbaum
Chesapeake, VA



Aubrey Young
Homeschool Mom
Virginia Beach, VA
Chelsea Weber
Fort Garland, CO
Yetta Roy
Virginia Beach, VA
Brittany Choi
Virginia Beach, VA

Jessica Zakes
Greenville, SC
Shannon Winters
Homeschool mother
Whitmire, SC
Katherine Britt
Greer, SC

Laura Hutcherson
Home school teacher
Greer, SC
Samantha Denson
Brandon, MS

Katrina Butler
Riverside, CA

Brandy Caler
Parent

Redlands, CA

Nola Carver
Williamston, SC
Susan Batty

So. Thomaston, ME
Kelli Pretlove
Enoree, SC

Shauna Guthrie
Gilbert, AZ
Nicole Herbst
Mesa, AZ

Caitlyn Guthrie
Gilbert, AZ
Kimberly Ewald
Gilbert, AZ
Sarah Cassel
Aurora, CO

Veronica Dowdell
Virginia Beach, VA

Rose Bosworth-Cadinha
Virginia Beach, VA

April Bullard

Virginia Beach, VA

Emily Ibanez
Mother/homeschool parent
Portsmouth, VA

Tatyana Ivanina
Anderson, SC

Amanda Douglas
Pacolet, SC

Alysha Stracke
Mother

Whitmire, SC
Brantlee Wertan
Ms

Greer, SC

Allidon Herrera
Mother
Bloomington, CA
Jennifer Orme
Artistic Director
Clinton, MS
Chantae Mittelstaedt
Homeschool Mom
Chilton, WI

Britt D

Waldoboro, ME
Julia McDivett
Ontario, CA
Deborah M Nimeskern
Homeschooler Mom
Union, SC

Alyssa Guthrie
Gilbert, AZ
Andrew Ewald
Homeschool Leader
Gilbert, AZ

Rachel Solomon
Gilbert, AZ

David Blevins
Riverside, CA

Erica Matthews
Homeschool mom
Bolton Landing, NY



Martha Robinson
Admin Facebook Page
Boswell, OK

Amber Fleming
Blacksburg, VA

Anna Richards
Radford, VA
Jubilee Jensen
Nampa, ID
Adrielle Lipsy
Deltona, FL
Tatum Teels
Berryville, VA
Moriah Makram
Louisville, KY
Denise Zec
Farmingville, NY
Elena Alicea
Mastic, NY

Ronald Jones
Pastor / Educator
Quakertown, PA

Josette Gutierrez
Mastic, NY

Ezra Dick
High-school student
Frankford, WV
Retha Harper
Sterling, CO
Jackson Moremen
Louisville, KY
Noemie Espinosa
Boynton Beach, FL
Andrew Robertson
Acton, MA
Marigold Groves
Winder, GA

Ana Caiazzo
Bellport, NY

Keilah Caiazzo
Homeschool graduate
Bellport, NY



